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“m- 
ew Congratulations 
‘ The F. P. A. branch in Hartford should be 
ac- congratulated for its prompiness in inviting 
218 Mr. Arthur Henderson to speak before it after 
‘ef- cancellation of his engagements by some of 
on- the local bus.ness men’s luncheon clubs. Mr. 
Henderson was a member of the British War 
ent Cabinet, and is one of the most important con- 
und servative Labor leaders in Britain. It is the 
er- height of absurdity to associate his name with ? 
ion Communism, Pig aie 
the ee ee eee 
ven , - 
on- CHINA’S TARIFF: A TEST 
ite T HE major attention of American di- the use which would be made of such new 
he plomacy is now concentrated upon ihe — liberty. 
» It very critical situation in China. because ‘he significance of the Chinese propo 
na- of the temper of Chinese public opimon, als can be seen only by comparing them 
y ~ . . . " . “ 
om the Special Tariff Conference, which wth the very narrow terms of reference 
“s opened in Peking October 26, is of much laid down by the Washington Nine-Power 
| more than merely fiscal imporiance. Upon Customs Treaty, in accordance with which 
- its outcome, and even more upon its spirit, the Conference was convened. This treaty 
d depends very largely the entire future instructs the Conference merely: 
ae course of the nationalist and extreme rad- *. p- prpeare pee wee 0 v on ts ae 
; . ‘ . ‘+; ‘ ition O 1Kin and tor the tulniment o e 
° *¢ ] 3 > Ez 2rence : ‘ ; : 
tic- ical movements in China. The Confere * other conditions laid down in earlier treaties. 
ae is the touchstone of the real intentions of (Upon completion of this program China 
de. the Powers. No verbally beautiful pro- would be permitted to levy only a flat 12% 
fessions of high intentions will longer ~ Se. io tents anlinn et 
” ae ol “L: , . ; rtp q , onside e erim provisions to be 
satisfy the Chinese mind; positive results applied prior to the abolition of likin. 
must be forthcoming. To be sure, there 3. To authorize, as an interim provision, a 
igi- is little which can properly be called a 2% per cent surtax on dutiable imports as 
ub- Chinese Central Government. But we {tom such date, for such purposes, and sub- 
of sieaniin tn } te ject to such conditions as the Conference 
net must deal sincerely with what exists. might determine. (This surtax to be as high 
in- China is reported to have opened the * % on Berg — y Borgen sas 
rmn- ‘onference with the following proposals oe ere Co or 
: Co - ee & prop To these measures, Chinese public opin- 
rn- as 2 basis for discussion: , ; 9 ae 
hes i Wicek sies Mamaia sain die die mean ion believes that the Powers will in the 
a ° a e owers rre 0 e yf ag ‘ ‘ rei ; ; ; arti sido 
1¢l- of the tariff restrictions contained in their ex- last analysis limit their action, despite 
and isting treaties with China. (This would be their assurances of willingness “to cori 
rn- equivalent to the restoration of tariff auton- sider or discuss any reasonable propose 
o omy.) made by the Chinese Government.” Con- 
is 2. That China abolish likin (a vexatious tax  saauently there is in Chi a aa C a 
ited imposed upon goods in inland transit) simul- seq y ere 1S in Mina widesprea 
taneously with the enforcement of China’s coolness and, more, hostility to the pres- 
rine national tariff law, which would take effect ent Conference. Indeed, civil war has 
-— not later than January 1, 1929. again broke Int a 
ish- 3. That previous to the enforcement of the abl "4 = — eng Pei Fu—prob- 
ites national tariff law, an interim tax of 5 per ably aestined to be a leading actor — re- 
yra- cent be levied on ordinary goods, a 30 per cent ported as definitely opposed to the Peking 
try tax on “grade A” luxuries, including wines gathering. 
’ and tobacco, and a 20 per cent tax on “grade ‘a - _ a . . 
orO- B” luxuries—these in addition to the present As among the Powe =~ wide difference 
of 5 per cent ad valorem tariff. of opinion and policy seems at present in- 
not 4. That the collection of these interim taxes evitable. For example, London dispatches 
tle- begin oo woe from the date of the sig- indicate that Great Britain may contest 
wilt ety the agreement reached by this con- the competence of the Conference if civil 
ici- 5. That decisions relative to the above four strife prevails. The United States, how- 
sys- articles be carried into effect from the date of ever, holds that internal warfare is a 
tion the signature of the agreement. purely domestic issue with which the 
So- Thus, China requests the Powers to Powers may not concern themselves. 
grant tariff autonomy in principle but Britain’s attitude in general has been con- 
— simultaneously displays readiness to con-_ servative, and marred by procrastination 


clude international agreements stipulating 


which has proven all but disastrous; her 














exact attitude toward the tariff problem is 
still unknown. As for Japan, the tariff 
rates proposed by China would be so ter- 
rific a blow to Japanese industry that vig- 
orous opposition is almost certain. The 
United States, which has much smaller 
materia] interests in China than either 
Great Britain or Japan, is expected to be 
by far the most liberal—an expectation 
which is accompanied by considerable re- 
sentment in many foreign quarters. 

Obviously it is easiest to be liberal when 
liberality costs least. But this considera- 
tion cannot be held to alter the fact that 
only a policy of such liberality and prompti- 
tude as will immediately minimize China’s 
distrust of the Powers can possibly meet 
the present crisis. The Chinese situation 
is well-nigh out of hand. The Government 
is tottering. Extreme radicals may soon 
be in complete control. Close bargaining 
and nimble quibbling might bring forth 
new treaties with foreign special privileges 
only slightly impaired. But to what avail” 
They would be but empty documents, un- 
supported by any Chinese opinion and 
therefore unenforceable by any Chinese 
Government. 


China cannot compel the Conference to 
grant her desires. China can, however, 
unilaterally abrogate all “unequal trea- 
ties.” Such action would probably result 
from an unsatisfactory conference and be 
accompanied by a despairing turn towards 
Soviet Russia as the only remaining source 
of help in China’s time of severest trouble. 

The China situation calls preeminently 
for bold and steadfast statesmanship, 
with all the wisdom, tact and sympathy 
in the possession of mankind. The course 
of Asiatic history for many decades—gen- 
erations, even—may be determined by the 
coming weeks. And, under present world 
conditions, the attitude of the United 
States may be decisive. 


RAYMOND T. RIcH. 


Germany and Locarno 


OLITICAL opposition in Germany to 

the Locarno agreements culminated last 
week in the Nationalists’ withdrawal of 
their three representatives from the Cab- 
inet. For a few days it appeared that there 
might, as a result, be a Ministerial crisis 
followed by a general election on the single 
issue of ratification. But with President 
Hindenburg’s support, Chancellor Luther 
is continuing in office. It is not improb- 
able that he may through a reorganiza- 
tion of his Cabinet, not admitting the So- 
cialists, but replacing the Nationalists by 
non-partisans, carry his peace program 
through the Reichstag. Indeed, the vio- 
lence of the extreme Nationalist opposi- 
tion is not without its advantages. It 
should tend to expedite the British evac- 
uation of Cologne and perhaps the fulfil- 
ment of some of the other unofficial con- 
cessions promised to Germany. 
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The League Speaks 

HE LEAGUE, in promptly ending the 

Bulgarian-Greek crisis, has illustrated 
its power to move quickly and decisively. 
On October 22, Bulgaria, charging Greece 
with an invasion of her territory and vio- 
lation of Covenant obligations, appealed to 
the League under terms of Articles X. and 
XI. On October 23, Sir Eric Drummond, 
Secretary-General of the League, after 
consultation with Briand, Acting Presi- 
dent of the Council, called a meeting of 
that body in Paris for October 26. In the 
interim, Briand addressed a sharp note to 
both Athens and Sofia, demanding that 
hostilities cease and that representatives 
of the two Governments appear before the 
Council at its first session. Both of the 
disputants promptly accepted the sum- 
mons. The Council, refusing to hear elab- 
orate explanations from either party, 
promptly agreed upon a resolution in which 
both Bulgaria and Greece acquiesced. This 
required unconditional orders for the with- 
drawal of the troops of each from the soil 
of the other within twenty-four hours, and 
a formal declaration within sixty hours 
that such withdrawal had been completed. 
A League Commission, made up of the mil- 
itary representatives of Italy, France and 
Britain in the Balkans, was ordered to pro- 
ceed immediately to the scene of the con- 
flict and to report whether the Council’s 
decision has been carried out. 


Last week’s crisis in Damascus ending 
in the bombardment of the city and sev- 
eral thousand reported casualties coin- 
cides with a concentration of French 
troops in Syria. With a force placed 
at 25,000 already under his command, 
General Gamelin has sent for reinforce- 
ments. French headquarters have been 
moved to Ezraa, which is within twenty 
miles of Sueida, the Druse capital. 
The Druse rebels have the cooperation 
of active sympathizers in Aleppo, Hama, 
Homs and Damascus. Their object: 
is to achieve independence for all Syria, 
exclusive of Lebanon, the new State to 
have a free Parliament and a native king 
or president. The rebels have received a 
severe check at Damascus, but there is a 
possibility that they may continue in 
active revolt. 


RESIDENT COOLIDGE in Omaha 
preached a doctrine of tolerance and 
free speech. Secretary Kellogg, in his de- 
cision to refuse a visa to the Countess 
Karolyi to visit this country, arbitrarily 
exercised a power which, unless it is care- 
fully guarded, must be violative of some 
of the most elementary American prin- 
ciples. 
The Recent Foreign Policy of the United 
States, Problems in American Coopera- 
tion With Other Powers, by George H. 
Blakeslee; 1925, New York, Abingdon 
Press. An objective, clear analysis. 
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